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People Living with HIV/AIDS and 
the Affordable Care Act 

• Coverage for people with pre-existing conditions, 
like HIV/AIDS 
 

• More affordable private health coverage 
 

• Broader Medicaid eligibility (in some states) 
 

• Coverage of preventive services, like HIV testing 
 

• Coverage of essential health benefits 
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Presentation Notes
Prior to the Affordable Care, PLWHA had limited access to health insurance coverage.  Many people with HIV were effectively shut out of the individual market either because HIV was considered an uninsurable pre-existing condition by insurers or, if available, was often unaffordable. Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, PLWHA can no longer be dropped or denied coverage because of their pre-existing health condition or health status

The establishment of the Health Insurance Marketplace also improves access to care for people living with HIV by providing a place where these individuals can shop for and purchase affordable private health insurance coverage and receive financial assistance to help lower their monthly premiums and out-of-pocket expenses, if eligible.  

Prior to the Affordable Care Act in order for an individual to be eligible for Medicaid, he or she had to meet the income criteria in his or her state and belong to a group that was "categorically eligible" (children, parents with dependent children, pregnant women, and individuals with disabilities). Federal law categorically excluded non-disabled adults without dependent children from Medicaid, unless a state obtained a waiver or used state-only dollars to cover them. Most people with HIV could qualify for Medicaid on the basis of being both low-income and disabled but this often required diagnosis of AIDS.   The Affordable Care Act provides states with the opportunity to expand Medicaid to childless adults with income up to 133% FPL, thereby allowing more people living with HIV to qualify for and enroll in Medicaid in several states across the country that have expanded their Medicaid program.  

The Affordable Care Act also increases access to care for people living with HIV by requiring health plans to cover preventive services like HIV testing and cover essential health benefits, including prescription drugs.  



Importance of Getting People 
Living with HIV/AIDS in Care 

• Access to care and adherence to prescription drug 
regimens leads to viral suppression and decreases 
HIV transmission 



The Ryan White HIV/AIDS 
Program 

• Administered by the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA), HIV/AIDS Bureau 
(HAB) 
 

• Plays a critical role in ensuring that people living 
with HIV in the United States have access to life-
saving antiretroviral medications. 



Who We Serve 

• Low-income people living with HIV who do not have 
sufficient health coverage or financial resources for 
coping with their illness.   
– Serve over 550,000 people living with HIV annually 
– Majority of clients have incomes at or below 100% of the 

Federal Poverty Level   
 

• HIV+ individuals who are uninsured or underinsured. 



Payer of Last Resort 

• The Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program is the payer 
of last resort  
– Only pays for items or services not covered or 

partially covered by a client’s health insurance plan or 
Medicaid. 

 
• Entities receiving Ryan White HIV/AIDS 

Program funding must vigorously pursue 
eligibility for other funding sources (includes 
private health insurance and Medicaid) 



Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program 
Premium and Cost-Sharing Assistance 

• Can pay for a client’s health insurance premiums 
and cost-sharing (e.g., co-payments, deductibles, 
and co-insurance), if cost-effective 
 

• The Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program AIDS Drug 
Assistance Programs provided over $397 million 
in premium assistance during fiscal year 2013.  
 

• In June 2013, the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program 
AIDS Drug Assistance Programs provided 
premium assistance for 52,568 people living with 
HIV.  
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Presentation Notes
The majority of RWHAP clients have incomes at or below 100% FPL.  As a result, many of these individuals do not qualify for the premium tax credit in the Marketplace and do not qualify for Medicaid in non-expansion states.    However, these individuals may still be able to purchase health insurance with the financial assistance of the RWHAP.  The RWHAP can also pay for a client’s insurance premium and cost-sharing (e.g., co-pays, deductibles, and coinsurance) when such assistance is cost-effective to the RWHAP and in accordance with RWHAP policy. For example, the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program AIDS Drug Assistance Programs provided $397,245,305 in premium assistance during fiscal year 2013.  In June 2013, the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program AIDS Drug Assistance Programs provided premium assistance for 52,568 people living with HIV. 



Premium and Cost-Sharing Assistance 
(cont.) 

• Ryan White HIV/AIDS Programs select specific 
health plan(s) that clients can enroll in and receive 
premium and cost-sharing assistance 
 

• It is important for Marketplace assisters to 
understand which plan(s) Ryan White HIV/AIDS 
Program clients can enroll in to receive additional 
financial assistance, or  refer them to a local Ryan 
White HIV/AIDS Program for further assistance  
– Ask the individual if he/she is currently working with a 

case manager or receives assistance from the Ryan 
White HIV/AIDS Program 
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Presentation Notes
Ryan White HIV/AIDS Programs that provide premium and cost-sharing assistance select specific health insurance plans for eligible clients to enroll in.  It is important for Marketplace assisters to understand which plans Ryan White HIV/AIDS clients can enroll in to receive financial assistance from the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program, or refer them to a local Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program for further assistance.  

It may not be clear to an assister that the individual they are working with is HIV+ or is a Ryan White client since many of these individuals do not readily disclose their HIV status.  Assisters are encouraged to ask the individual if he/she is currently working with a case manager or receives assistance from a program like the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program.  If an assister determines that an individual is receiving assistance from the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program, he/she can better assist the individual in selecting a plan that will be paid for on behalf of the client by the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program.  




 
Helping People Living with HIV 

Find a Plan 

• Does the health plan cover the individual’s HIV 
medications and other prescription drugs?  
– Does the plan require individuals to undergo prior authorization or 

utilize a mail-order or specialty pharmacy? 
– What are the copayments, coinsurance, and deductible amounts 

for the individual’s prescription drugs?  
 

• Does the health plan’s provider network include the 
individual’s trusted HIV provider and other specialists? 
 

• Does the local Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program provide 
additional premium and cost-sharing assistance for the 
health plan? 
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When you help an individual living with HIV examine potential plans, ask: 
Are the individual’s HIV medications and other prescription drugs covered, and how much will it cost to fill them?
People with HIV rarely have the option to switch medications, since drug regimens are individually tailored to each person.  So make sure their drugs are covered by their new insurance plan and find out if there are medical criteria they must meet before obtaining the drug. Many health plans list HIV medications as specialty drugs, meaning individuals may face high out-of-pocket costs to purchase them.




Other Important Considerations 

• Many people living with HIV are experiencing 
health insurance for the very first time 

• Some people living with HIV may qualify for 
Medicaid if their state has expanded Medicaid 

• Not all people living with HIV are currently Ryan 
White HIV/AIDS Program clients 
– If an individual discloses HIV status, make sure to refer 

them to their local Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program for 
further assistance and to be assessed for eligibility for 
their local Program 

– https://careacttarget.org/library/adap-eligibility-insurance-assistance-
resources  
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There may be situations in which an individual discloses his/her HIV status, but may not currently be a Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program client.  Not all people living with HIV are Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program clients.  Assisters are strongly encouraged to refer these individuals to their local Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program for further assistance and to be assessed for eligibility for their local Program.


https://careacttarget.org/library/adap-eligibility-insurance-assistance-resources
https://careacttarget.org/library/adap-eligibility-insurance-assistance-resources


Resources 

• HRSA HIV/AIDS Bureau Website: http://hab.hrsa.gov 
 

• Target Center Enrollment Assistance Tools: 
https://careacttarget.org/ace/tools-and-resources 
 

• ADAP Eligibility and Insurance Assistance Resources:  
https://careacttarget.org/library/adap-eligibility-insurance-
assistance-resources  
 

• General Assister Resources: http://marketplace.cms.gov  
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https://careacttarget.org/library/adap-eligibility-insurance-assistance-resources
https://careacttarget.org/library/adap-eligibility-insurance-assistance-resources
http://marketplace.cms.gov/
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